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To the Right Reverend the 


Lord Biſhop of London, &c. 


My LORD, 


15 I am one of thoſe. to whom 


90 your Lordſhip's late Paſtoral 


thus publickly to thank your 


a for that great Care which you 


diſcover for the Welfare and Hanoi of 
our Flock. It muſt be a peculiar Pleaſure 
to the People of your Lordſbip's Dioceſe, 
eſpecially the Inhabitants of thoſe two great 
Cities, London and Weſtminſter, to t.nd, 


that tho' the Number of Sheep is much v too 


large for the particular Notice and In- 


ſpection of one ſingle Shepherd, yet that by 


proper Inſtructions to che Inferior Clergy 
and grave Paſtoral Letters, your Lordfh! ip 


is ſo good as frequently to %, not only 


1 ©: - Every 


Letter is inſcribed, permit me 


Tz (4) 

1 every Pariſh, but every Houſe, The Sub- 

| ject 5 your laſt Letter is of the greateſt Im- 

portance. Without a lively Zeal in Reli- 

[ gion, we ſhall ſoon fink into Coldneſs and 

1 Indifference; and the next Step is, to part 

[ with the Profeſſion it ſelf upon very eaſy 

 _ = Terms. And an inſpired Apoſtle has in- 

* timated to us, that the bare Form of God- 

| lineſs, without the Power of it, can be of 

= no avarl, either in the Sight of God, or to 

N him who ſatisfies himſelf with the wearing 

it. And, on the other hand, unleſs this 
lively Zeal in Religion be under wiſe and 
proper Regulations, and takes a right Di- 
rection, it may ſoon confuſe and bewilder 
the Underſtanding, and hurry on the Mind 
to the moiſt raſh and unaccountable Con- 
cluſions. A Caution therefore againſt Luke- 

i warmneſs on the one hand, and Enthufiaſm 

i on the other, was at this Time peculiarly 

fit and ſcaſmable ; and it might have been 

hoped that ch a Caution, ſent from one 
|; of your Lordſhip's high Station in the 

N Church, and ſo well known for Judgment 

' and Penetration, would have had ſome de- 

i firable Effect. But alas! even this Letter, 
tho” it has paſs'd thro' ſeveral Editions, I 
am airaid has not been equally ſucceſsful! 

And Mr. Whitefield, whom ] ſuppoſe your 
Lordſhip had principally in View, inſtead 

of publickly owning his Miſtake, and ac- 


Eknow- 
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knowledging with all Gratitude the Lgh/ 
he received from your Lordthip's labour 4 
Performance, has ventur'd to write an 
Anſwer, and ſeems to gain Courage and 
Strength even from ſo awful an Oppoſition, 

It is this Anfiver of Mr. Whitefield's, 
which is the Occation of my troubling g your 
Lordſhip at this Time. I haveread it over, 
and can't but think, that, according to the 
apparent Senſe of the excellent Articles and 
Liturgy of our Church, he ſeems to have 
ſome Advantage on his fide of the Contro- 
verſy. I dare not impute this to any De- 
ficiency in your Lordſhip's Performance, 
but chuſe rather to ſuſpect my own Judg- 
ment: And therefore I defire humbly to 
lay my Difficulties in this Matter before 
your Lordſhip, and aſk, with all due Re- 
verence, your Lordſhip s condeſcending 
Solution of them. 

Herein Mr. Wh:tefield has the Honour 
to agree with your Lordſhip, that you both 
ſet out together on the fame foot: The 
Doctrine and Service of our Church is con- 
feſſedly your Gride, and by this you are 
both led; your Lardſhip to travel on in the 
happy middle Road, between Lukewarm- 


” neſs and Enthuſiaſm ; and Mr. Whitefield, 


far remote from the Borders of Lukewarm- 
neſs, into hb! 80 Extafi ies, and the moſt rigid 
Kane. 1 the great Queſtion is, 


8 
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who is in the right? Both your Lordſhip _ 


and Mr. Whitefield profeſs to have the 
Guide with you, and yet you ſeem to take 


very different and contrary Courſes. Mr. 


Whitefield thinks himſelf juſtified in his 
Notions of Regeneration, and ſome of his 
ſtrongeſt Expreſſions, from the Articles and 
Service of our Church; your Lordſhip ſeems 
to think him greatly miſtaken. And here 
it is I want to be ſatisfied; whether Mr. 
Whitefield has not the Advantage from an 
Appeal to the literal, moſt natural, and 
obvious Senſe of the Articles, and the Pla- 
ces referred to in the Liturgy? I think 
he has; and apprehend, that ſome Paſſages 


in your Lordſhip's Letter, when laid toge- 


ther, rather confirm this Opinion. Suffer 
me, my Lord, to mention one or two. 
Alfter your Lordſhip had quoted ſevera! 
Texts of Scripture, to prove that * © no 
* one who reads the New Teſtament, can 
« poſſibly be ignorant that a Belief of the 
e ordinary Influence of the Spirit of God 


« 18a neceſſary Part of the Chriſtian Faith, 


you conclude +, that it is a ſtrange Sup- | 


ce poſition, that the generality of Chriſti- 


c ans are as yet unapprized, either of the 


Truth and Reality of a Regeneration and 


« new Birth, or of the Influence of the 
« Holy Spirit in our Chriſtian Courle.” 


* Paſtoral Letter, pag. 20, . Page 21. 
After 


UF] 
After this your Lordſhip proceeds very ju- 


diciouſly to remark tarther—** And no leſs 


e ſtrange is it, to find any one who has 1 
attended to the Book of Common Prayer, | ! 
e ſuggeſting, or liſtening to Suggeſtions, 10 
c as if the Publick Service and Offices of i 
our Church were wanting and defective 1 
in regard to thoſe Doctrines.“ It is very Ml 
ſtrange indeed, my Lord; fo ſtrange, that 'Y 
I never heard of any, either in our Church, | 
or among even Diſſenters themſelves, who 5 


ſuggeſted ſuch a Defect. I am perſuaded 
Mr. Whitefield would be one of the laſt, 
within the happy Pale of this Church, that 
would //ten to ſuch Suggeſtions; becauſe, 
as I before obſerv d, he grounds his /trongeſt 
Expreſſions of the Influences of the Holy 
Spirit on the very Words of the Liturgy, 
and the Service of our Church. Does he 
talk of the Feelings of the Spirit? He has 
a Collect on his Side. Does he talk of 
receiving the Holy Ghoſt; or, in the Style 
of an Apoſtle, declaring with peculiar Au- 
thority? The Order for Ordination of 
Deacons and Prieſts encourages him in the 
Phraſeology, And does your Lordſhip 


call upon him for Credentials to his Divine 1 
Miſſions He appears a Scribe well in- | 


ſtructed, and immediately produces thoſe 
of equal Validity with your own. He 
told my Lord of Glouceſter, that he truſted 
1 8 he 


(8) 
he was 7nwardly moved by the Holy Ghoft, 
at his Ordination; and yet I never heard 
that my Lord of Glouceſter was reckon'd 
an Enthuyfiaft, for being ſuppos'd to helieve 
what he declar'd; much /efs did my Lord 
of Glouceſter write a Paſtoral Kaner to 
weaken this, Mr. Mhitefield's, Truſt. And 
as my Lord of Glouceſter believed him, when 


he truſted that he was inwardly moved by 


the Holy Ghoſt, then why may not Mr. 
Whitefield's Hearers and Admirers, with 
equal Reaſon, believe him, when he tells 
them that he has experienced inward Fel- 
ings ſince? Eſpecially, when he modeſtly 
declares he pretends only to the ordinary 


 Aſſiftances of the Spirit; nor ever took upon 
him to communicate Zhem to others, not- 
withſtanding the extraordinary Manner in 


which he ſays he received them? When 


(according to our excellent Form of Ordi- 
nation of Prieſts) my Lord of Glouceſter 
laid his Hands on him, and pronounced 


thoſe awful Words, once convey'd with 


Divine Power and Energy, Receive thou 
the Holy Ghoſt: Whoſe ſpever Sins ye remit, 
they are remitted ; and whoſe ſoever Sins ye 
retain, they are retained ; in the Name of 


the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 


Ghoſt. Amen. Surely, if Mr. Whitefield 
was to be credited upon ſaying he truſted 


he was e no ved 9 the Holy Ghe/t 


"pn 
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upon his i ſetting out in the Service of 


the Church, he may full as well be cre- 
dited by all theſe Hearers who yet attend to 
the Service of the Church, when he talks 
of the Feelings of the Influences of the 
Spirit of Chriſt, or ſuch an extraordinary 
Manner of receiving them, and producing 
ſuch good Vouchers for his Expreſſions. 
But farther : 


Your Lordſhip, in order to ſhew that 


our excellent Service of the Church of 
England ſecures a Regard to the Doctrines 


of Regeneration, and the eee of tle 
Holy Spirit, cites ſome Paſſages out of that 


Service; and one, eſpecially, out of the 
Office of Baptiſm. *© We pray, that the 
Infant may receive Remiſſion of his Sins 
he " ſpiritual Regeneration; that God will 

* give him his Holy Spirit, that he may 
* be born again, and be made an Heir of 
« everlaſting Salvation; and we thank God 
for regenerating this Infant by his Holy 


« Spirit*,” Now in conſequence of ſuch 


a Declaration as this, from the Mouth of 


our Church, Mr. Whitefield tho' a younger = 


Brother, Fg like a true Son, preaches up 


the Neceſſity of Converſion and Regeneration, 


and the Neceſſity of rrrefiſtible Grace to 


this End; and talks much of the In/tanta- 
neouſneſs of Converſion, Your Lordſhip 


. Paſtoral Letter, Pag. 21, 22. 


allo, 


BY ” 


(28 
alſo, from this Paſſage, ſeems to intimate 
the Propriety of preaching about Regene- 
ration and the New Birth; but then, quite 
contrary to Mr. Whzitefield's Method of 
preaching it, and ſeemingly to guard againſt | 
that, your Lordſhip, at the latter End of 
your Letter, has this peculiar Reſtriction : 
I hope, when your Miniſters preach 
70 you the Doctrine of Regeneration, or 
being born again of the Spirit as laid down 
in the New Teſtament, they do not tell 
you that it muſt be inſtantaneous, and 
:nwardly felt at the very Time; both 
becauſe there is no /uch Thing reveal'd 
ce tous by Chriſt or his Apoſtles, who lay 
«© down the Doctrine in general Terms; 
and becauſe Experience ſhews us that 
the Renovation of the Heart and Life is 
<« eftected by degrees *,” &c.---Now I ap- 
prehend, my Lord, that the Form of Bap- 
71/m very much favours this Notion of in- 
3 Converſion, or ſomething very 
near it: For the Form of Publicꝶ Baptiſm 
for Infants begins thus; ES. 
— For as much as all Men are conce:v- 
* ed and born in Sin, and that our Saviour 
<< Chriſt ſayeth, None can enter into the 
«© Kingdom of God, except he be regenerate 
and born anew of Water and of the Holy 
* Ghoſt; I beſeech you to call upon God 
|  ® Paſtoral Letter, Pag. 45, 46. 
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ce the Father, thro' our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
ee that of his bounteous Mercy he will grant 
ce to this Child that Thing which by Nature 
he cannot have, that he may be baptized 
« with Water and the Holy Ghoſt, and 
«© received into Chriſt's Church, and be 


«© made a lively Member of the ſame.——— 


Before I proceed, I beg Leave to obſerve 
to your Lordſhip, that to me this very Ex- 


hortation appears ſtrongly in favour of the 


Calviniſtical Doctrine of Original Sin; the 
Doctrine on which Mr. Mpiteſield builds 


his Scheme of the New Birth, or Regene- 


ration: And indeed the Expreſſions are 
ſuch, as that the moſt hearty Man in that 
Scheme of Calviniſm could not deſire bet- 
ter bag to convey his Meaning. Fer, 


Here is a very plain, and ſuppoſedly 


inc Confeſſion, that all Men (i. e 

I ſuppoſe) all the human Race ſince the firſt 
Apoſtaſy, are conceived and born in Sin. 
In which Expreſſions I doubt not but our 


Liturgy very judiciouſly refers to the Words 


of the Pſalmiſt +. 
2. That in conſequence of this being the 


natural State of Mankind, our Service ſup- 


poſes that our Saviour Chriſt ſayeth, None can 
enter into the Kingdom of God, except he be 
regenerate and born anew of Water and | 


the Holy Ghojt.—And therefore, 
4 Fal. l. 5. 


„ 3. That 
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2. That this Baptiſm, or Regeneration, 
tranſlates the Perſon out of a State of Na- 
ture into a State of Grace; or, as it is ex- 
cellently worded, gives him that Thing 
which by Nature he cannot have. —And, 
upon the fame Scheme, I apprehend the re- 
maining Part of this uſeful Service to be ſup- 
ported. Let us proceed, my Lord: 
Then fhall the Prieſt ſay, 

Almighty and everlaſting God, who 

of thy great Mercy didſt {ave Noah and 
« his Family---&c. —and by the Baptiſm 
* of thy well-beloved Son Jeſus Chriſt, in 
« the River Jordan, didſt ſanctify Water 
to the myſtical waſhing away Sin; We 
e beſeech thee, for thine infinite Mercies, 
* that thou wilt mercitully look upon this 
« Child, WAs him, and SANCTIFY him, 
<« with the Holy G hoſt; that he being 
delivered from thy Vrath, may be re- 
ceived into the Ark of Chriſt's Church.“ 

And here again, my Lord, I cannot but 

obſerve, that we ſuppoſe, according to our 
Liturgy, the abſolute Neceſſity of ſancti- 
Hing the Child by the Holy Ghoſt, that 
% he may be deliver d from Mratb: A 
Wrath, 1 imagine, that is ſuppoſed to be 
already deſerved ; becauſe the Ark of the 
Church is to be a Refuge for the Child, as 


the Ark of Neab was to be from the Sends. 


of Divine Vengeance, which were to be 


ſhower 'd Sole 
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ſhower'd down upon the old World, And 
that the Child needs ſanctifying firft, ap- 
pears from what follows. 
The Prieſt proceeds: 
« Almighty 100 immortal God 


e call upon thee for Zh:s Infant, that 


* he coming to thy holy Baptiſm, may re- 


e ceive Remiſſion of his Sins by ſpiritual 
« Regeneration : Receive him, O Lord, as 
thou haſt promiſed by thy well-beloved 
Son, ſaying, Aſk, and ye ſhall have,&c.--- 
Let us that ſeek, find; ; open the Gate unto 
_ © us that knock; that this Infant may en- 
<< joy the everlaſting Benediction of thy hea- 


ce venly Waſhing, and may come to the eter- 


ce nal Kiln which thou haſt Ag 


* by Chriſt our Lord.“ 
Again; Having read the Leſſon, the Ex- 
hortation, and another Collect, the Prieſt 


ſays to the Gogfathers and Godmothers on 
this wiſe : 


HDearly Beloved, Ye have brought this 


* Child here to be baptized; Ye have pray: 
© ed that our Lord Jeſus Chriſt would 
« youchſafe to receive him, to releaſe him 


© of his Sins.“ And then, immediately 


after the Adminiſtration of this Sacrament, = 


the Prieſt proceeds, 
« We receive this Child into the Con- 


« gregation of Chriſt's Flock,” And 


again; ; 


6 Seeing 


** 


T1. 
Seeing now, dearly beloved Brethren, 
Wd this Child is regenerate, and grafted 

into the Body of Chriſt's Church, let us 
give Thanks to Almighty God for theſe 
ox Benefits. 8 

Then, after the Lord's Prayer, the Prieſt 
ays : 

70 We yield thee hearty Thanks, moſt 
* mercuul. Father, that it hath pleaſed thee 
© to REGENERATE This Infant with thy 
Holy Spirit,” -&. 
Nou from theſe Paſſages taken lier, 
it ſeems plain to me, that, before Baptiſm, 
the Child isin a State of Wrath, under the 
Power of Sin, and conſequently unregene- 
rate. That immediately after Baptiſm he 
18 eſteemed regenerate, ſancti ſied, endowed 

with the Holy Ghoſt, and releaſed from his 
Sins.----And therefore this Regeneration, 
Releaſe from Sin, &c. muſt be received 
and conferred with the receiving or admi- 
niſtring the Baptiſm it ſelf; and therefore 
it muſt be either inſtantaneous, or as near 
to it as is the very pronouncing the Form 
it ſelf; which is very near indeed: And 
ſo near, my Lord, that I ſhould be glad 
to be inform'd how your Lordſhip would 

have your Clergy, as Miniſters of the Church 
England, preach up the Doctrine of Re- 
generation as not inſtantaneous, and the Re- 
novation of the Heart to be effected only by 
degrees, 


(#87 

degrees, when they ſo often ule this excel- 
lent Service, which ſeems to declare the 
contrary. — rather think they ought 
never to preach upon theſe Subjects at all; 
becauſe all the rue Members of our Church 
(that is, ſuch as are thus baptized) are 
ſuppoſed regenerated already; and the Othce 
for Confirmation is ſo far from ſuſpecting 
a Need of a ſecond Regeneration, that it 


goes on this foot, that the Baptiſinal Re- 


generation was abundantly ſufficient ; and 
that this Ofice was only to confirm and 
eſtabliſh the Diſciples in that new Lite, 
which they received in their Baptiſm. 
For thus one of the Collects reads: 

« Almighty and everliving God, who 
„ haſt vouchſafed to regenerate theſe thy 
* Servants by Water and the Holy Ghoſt, 
and hoſt given unto them Forgiv ed of 
Hall their Sins; frengthen them, we be- 


ſeech thee, O Lord, with the Holy Ghoſt. 


« the Comforter, and daily zucreaſe in them 


< thy manifold Gifts of Grace,” &c. 
The conſiſtent Church- Miniſi er, my Lord, 


T humbly apprehend, ſhould look upon all 


his Pariſhoners (excepting ſuch as are bap- 
tized by Diſſenters) as already regenerate, 


according to the expreſs Words of the F orm 
or Baptiſm, and therefore has no need of 


_ ever laying again the Foundation ; but 


ſhould make it his ſole Bulinels to "build 


them 
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them up in Goodneſs, and treat them all 


as in a State of Juſtification and Favour 
with God.---And indeed here:n Mr, White- 


Feld has miſtook his Work, and ſeems go- 
ing backward rather than forward; and has 


acted contrary to his avowed Senſe of the 


Service ; except he only preaches to gain 


over the Diſſenters. 
I beg Leave now to proceed, and in- 


quire of your Lordſhip, whether the Ar- 


ticles of our Church do not favour the Cal- 
viniſtical Acceptation of this Service, and 
theſe Doctrines in general; and if they do 
not, that your Lordſbip would kindly help 


a humble Enquirer to the more obv2ors 


and literal Meaning.----The Article on 
Original Sin runs thus: 


A 


« ORIGINAL SIN ſtandeth not in the 
« following of Adam (as the Pelagians do 
« vainly talk) but it is the Fault or Cor- 
eruption of the Nature of every Man, that 
© naturally is engendred of the Offspring 
* of Adam, whereby Man is very far gone 
© from Original R:ghteouſneſs, and is of his 
* 92wn Nature inclined to Evil -And there- 


= fore, in every Perſon born into the World, 


ax (i e. Original Sin) de . God's 


cc. * Wrath and Damnation,” 


The 


% 


The Article on Baptiſin ſpeaketh on 


this wiſe : 
ARTE XXVII. 
* BAPTISM is not only a Sign of Pro- 
ce feſſion and Mark of Difference, where- 
«© by Chriſtian Men are diſcerned from 
© others that be vt chriſten'd; but it is 
© alſo a Sign of Regeneration or New Birth, 
_ © whereby, as by an Inſtrument, they that 
receive Baptiſm rightly, are grafted into 
« the Church; the Promiſes of the For ge- 
5e neſs of Sin, of our Adoption to be the Sons 
« of God by the Holy Ghoſt, are viſibly 
« fign'dand ſcald; Faith is confirm'd, and 


Grace increaſed, by virtue of Prayer to 
© God; Phe Baptiſm of young Children is 


La) 


o 


ce in any wiſe to be retained in the Church, 


© as moſt agreeable to the Inſtitution of 
« Chriſt.” And that Baptiſm is a Sign 
or Seal of the New Birth, or Regeneration, 

to Infants, as well as Adult (tao not ex- 
preſly mentioned here) ſeems to be juſtly 


concluded from comparing the Ninth A. 


bg O!1 Oris ginal din with the Form of Hab- 
in for Þrfants | in our Service.—And the 


ob of Baptiſm in ths Senſe, may 
be e Reaſon why our Church his not 


thou: zht fit to prepare any particular Ar- 
_ tiele on the Subj ect of BY neration ex- 
: a which I am apt to think the would 
C not 


1 
| 
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not have omitted, if ſhe had not thought 
the two Articles, on Original Sin, and 
Baptiſm, taken together, had fully de- 
clared her Senſe on that Head. 

The Tenth Article, relating to Free- 
Will, ſeems rather to confirm the Doctrine 
of Trrefiſtible Grace. It runs thus: 

The Condition of Man after the Fall 
« of Adam is ſuch, that he cannot turn and 

„ prepare himſelf, by his own natural 
strength and good Works, to Faith, and 
„calling upon God, Wherefore we have 
© no Power to do good Works, pleaſant 
« and acceptable to God, without the 
Grace of God by Chriſt preventing us, 
© that we may have a good Will, and 
working with us when we have a good 
e Will.“ And, to add no more, the 
Article on Works done before Juſtiſcation, 
is apparently in favour of the moſt ſtrict 
Calviniſm, and ſeems to confirm this Senſe 
of the Article laſt mention'd. Your Lord- 
{hip knows it runs thus. 


A XIII. 
© Works done before the Grace of 
: cc Chriſt, and the Inſpiration of his Spirit, 

* are not pleaſant to God; for as much as 

© they ſpring not of Faith in Jeſus Chriſt, 

* neither do they make Men meet to re- 
„ ceive Grace: ---- Yea, rather, for that 
TE + J 1 


te they are not done as God hath com- 
© manded and willed them to be done, 

** we doubt not but that they have the 
«© Nature of Sin.“ 

This Article, I beg Leave to obſerve, 
ſeems to be compoſe! of theſe ſeveral Parts. 

I. That it ſuppoſes there may be good 
Works performed, which do not ipring of 
Faith in Chriſt. And, 

2, That ſuch Works, though good, are 
yet not pleaſant to God, not being done ac- 
cording to his Mill. 

3. That in order to render a Man's good 
Works acceptable to God, he mult receive 
the Grace of Chriſt, and particularly the 
Inſpiration of the Holy Spirit. 

4. That no good Works done before the 


Grace of Chriſt, &c. can be any, the leaſt 


Qualifications for his receiving this Grace 
and Inſpiration of the Holy Ghoſt, Nay, 
and, 

3. That ſuch g00d Works are ſo far 


from being pleafing to God, and Vali- Els 


AHcations for Grace and holy Inſpiration, 


that 'tis not to be doubted (by any Mem- 


ber of the Church of England) but that 


they have the Nature of Sr 
And if theſe Things be true, then I 


apprehend Mr. Whitefield's Account of 
Mr. Seward is not fo very odd and un- 


accountable as any have been repreſented : 
C 1 Nor 
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Nor can I imagine it to be a Diſcourage- 
ment, as your Lordihip is pleaſed to call 
it *, to any whom our Church and Ar- 


ticles would not have made ſad. Be- 


«© hold, ſays Mr. J/h:tefield, here was one 
« who conſtantly attended on the Means 
«© of Grace, exact in his Morals, humane 
and courteous in his Converſation, who 
gave much Alms, was frequent in pri- 
e vate Duties; and yet, till about Szx 
© Weeks ago, as deſtitute of any ſaving, 


cc 


<« experimental Knowledge of Chriſt, as 


cc 


thoſe on whom his Name was never 
© called, and who ſtill fit in Darkneſs, 
« and the Shadow of Death. "To this, 
my Lord, you are pleaſed to reply : 

00 How it could be that a profeſſed Chri- 
« ſtan, who conſtantly attended on the 


2 Means of Grace, and was frequent in 


ce private Duties, did all that while &now 
« nothing of Je ſus Chriſt, is beyond my 
„ Comprehenſion. Might not then all 


theſe good Works be performed before the 


Grace of Chriff? And might not Mr. 

Seward be contented with a bare external. 

Pertormance of a Round of Duties, with- 
out having his Heart engaged? As to the 


Knowing of Chriſt, Mr. Whitefield does 


not ſeem to mean a bare notzonal Know- 
ledge, or mere Profeſſion oN his Name; 
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but he reſtrains it to a ſaving, experimen- 


tal Knowledge of him. —Your Lordſhip, 


taking him in this Senſe, proceeds :---- 


« Tamas much at a lofs to know what 
d was this ſaving, experimental Knowledge 


, Jeſus Chriſt, for want of which he 
« would only be reckoned an Heathen 


* and Infidel.” -In my way of under- 
_ ſanding the Article, my Lord, the An- 
{wer 1s eaſy : Might not theſe good Works 
be ſuch, as being done before the Grace 
of Chrift, did not proceed from Faith in 
him, and conſequently were not pleaſant 


to God, not being done according to his 


Will, and conſequently without doubt ſin- 
ful, and therefore he no better, no more 
acceptable in the Szght of God, than a 
Heathen Man, or a Publican? And he 
could not, according to the Article, have 
this Faith before he received the Inſpi- 
ration of the Holy Ghoſt, and therefore 


had not that /aving Knowledge before, and 


therefore might be ſaid not truly to know 
_ Chrift; but as ſoon as he received that 


Inſpiration, he then knew him.---Which 
| Taſpiration, or as your Lordſhip is pleas'd 


to call it, lumination, may be very well 


: concluded by Mr. Whitefield to be inſtan- 


taneous, and irrefitible ; fince none of the 
good Works done before, could make Mr. 
Seward meet to receive Grace; nay, for 


as 


| 
| 


1 
as much as no doubt they had the Nature 
of Sin, they might be imagined rather to 


have d:/qual:fied him for the Bleſſing. 
: And now, upon the whole; If this 
ſhould be the real Senſe of theſe Articles 


of our Church, and the Senſe of the Ser- 


vice founded upon them, I beg Leave to 


aſk your Lordſhip, Whether the endea- 


vouring to underſtand and explain either 


the one or the other, in a more /ax and 


general Way, is not going beyond the 
Commiſion of a Miniſter of the Church of 


England, and prejudicial to the true Do- 
ctrines of that Church ?-----Whether the 


Subſcribing ſuch Articles, &c. by Mini- 


ſters who are in contrary Sentiments, and 
who in the ſtated Courſe of their Preach- 
ing oppoſe theſe Doctrines, is not the 
molt likely way to divide the Church by 


ſcandalous Schiſms, and ſo entirely fruſtrate 


the Deſign for which theſe Articles were 
originally drawn up, and Subſcription to 
them enjoined? The Preamble to theſe 
Articles runs thus: Articles whereupon it 
Was agreed by the Archbiſhops and Biſhops 
of both Provinces, and the whole Clergy--- 


_ for the Avoiding of the DivERSITIEs of 


Opinions, and for the Eſtabliſhing of Con- 


ſent touching true Religion. And whe- 


ther the adautting fuch Perſons to mi- 
piſter 
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niſter in the Church, has a friendly Aſpect 
on the Peace of the Church? — Again; 
Whether the attempting to anſwer Mr. 
Whitefield, by denying thoſe Calviniſtical 
Doctrines which he ſets out upon, does 
not rather tend to /frengthen than weaken 
his Intereſt and Cauſe? ----- And laſtly, 
Whether every true Churchman ought 
not to maintain a zealous Regard for 
theſe Doctrines, which are thus propoſed 
to our embracing, by that excellent Pa- 
rent, who has taken ſuch tender and ſpe- 
cial Care for all her Children ? 
On the other hand; If theſe Arti- 
cles, &c. were not defin” d to be * 
in the ſtrict Senſe already ſuppoſed, i 
what other Senſe are they to be hs 
ſtood? Muſt they not, my Lord, have 
| ſome one plain and determinate Senſe: —_ 
How elſe can they anſwer the End pro- 
poſed this way, to prevent Diverſities of 
Opinions, and eftabliſhing Conſent touch- 
ing Matters of Religion ?----Or will every 
| Man's being allowed to underſtand them 
in His own Senſe anſwer this End? If fo, 
what Need of them at all? e 


Theſe, my Lord, are ſome of the Dif- 
ficulties that aroſe in my Mind, on read 

ing over your Lordſhip's Letter, and 
Abe it with Mr. en s Anſeoer, 


and 
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ws, — * . * 


2 OS. 
and our Service and Articles. IL. have 
propoſed them with a feſpectful Freedom, 
and ſhall be thankful for any Aﬀiſtance 
from ſo able a Hand as yours: In the 
pleaſing Expectation of which, 1 remain, 
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